[Methodological aspects of the photometric determination of prothrombin time using chromogenic substrates].
A method for photometric determination of prothrombin time (PT) with a chromogenic peptide as substrate is described. The reagent contains human placental thromboplastin, a chromogenic substrate, calcium, a heparin antagonist and buffer. The new prothrombin time method has been calibrated against international reference preparations for thromboplastin. The reagent is sensitive to deficiency of all coagulation factors of the extrinsic pathway. However, it is not sensitive for heparin up to 1 IU/ml. The precision of this fast and simple method is comparable to that of mechanised assays for clinical chemistry.